
 

DNA Prep Academy 

RETURN TO SCHOOL 
GUIDELINES AND 
PLANS 



Return to School Guidelines and Plans    

1 
 

 

Contents 
 

• Message from Superintendent 
• Guiding Principles  
• Role of Families  
• Responsibilities of the DNA Community  
• The DNA Pledge 

 
HEALTH + SAFETY MEASURES 

• Face Coverings 
• Hand Hygiene 
• Building Hygiene 
• Physical Distancing / Deintensification 
• Use of Outdoor Spaces 
• Air Quality / Ventilation 
• Nursing 
• Health Screening 
• Testing 
• Contact Tracing 
• Transportation 
• Visitors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW SCHOOL WILL WORK 
• The Pod Model 
• Daily Schedule 
• Teaching & Learning 
• Student Life 
• Athletics 
• Visual & Performing Arts 
• Student Support 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

 
 
 
 



Return to School Guidelines and Plans    

2 
 

 
 

Superintendent Message 
 
Dear Students, Parents, Faculty, and Staff, 
 
As we begin 2021, we continue to find ourselves in an environment of uncertainty. However, with vaccine distribution being made available 
to adults in the general public over age 18 , we are hoping that by the Summer 2021, conditions will improve sufficiently to enable a safe 
return to in-person classes and activities.  
 
Many of the plans described in the pages that follow will go into effect as soon as we are able to re-open our campuses, and they are 
carefully designed to emphasize flexibility and safety for our families and employees. Our “pod model” approach will enable us to scale up or 
scale down the level of activity on campus, and it will give families a choice between in-person and online learning until we can return safely 
to full operations. 
 
With the unpredictability of the virus’s spread and the still-evolving science of prevention, planning for safe, in-person interaction 
can feel like taking aim at a moving target. As such, I ask for your understanding and resilience when some aspect of our preparations 
proves to be imperfect or conditions force us to change along the way. We are all learning to adapt as we emerge from this public health 
crisis.  Our utmost priority is to keep everyone self.  
 
As challenging as our circumstances may be this fall, I believe that DNA Prep Academy is ready to meet this moment and thrive. I hope you 
join me in feeling optimism and energy as we prepare to begin. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Linda K. Jones, Ed.D 
Superintendent 
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Guiding Principles 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
The health and safety of our school community will always be our first priority. 
 
FLEXIBILITY AND RESILIENCE 
DNA Prep Academy has designed our school reopening plan to be flexible and adaptable to virus conditions that are beyond the 
control of the school, and resilient in the face of challenges. 
 
FOLLOW THE SCIENCE OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
DNA Prep Academy’s guidelines for a return to campus are constantly calibrated against the recommendations of the Centers for Disease 
Control, the California Department of Public Health, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, and the advice of medical experts. 
 

Role of Families 
• STAY AT HOME if sick or exposed. 
• COMPLY with DNA health + safety measures. 
• COMPLETE ANNUAL MEDICAL CLEARANCE FORMS by start of on-campus instruction. 
• PURCHASE NECESSARY EQUIPMENT 

- Portable laptop charger 
- Smartphone and mobile phone charger (if this is an issue, please contact us as some of our health + safety screening 

measures depend on students carrying an internet-connected device) 
- Noise-canceling headphones 

• COMMUNICATE if you have questions or concerns. 
 
Role of the Entire DNA Community 

• FOLLOW PUBLIC HEALTH GUIDELINES. 
• http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/about-covid.htm 
• AVOID UNNECESSARY TRAVEL. 
• AVOID LARGE CROWDS. 
• WEAR A MASK when you leave your house. 
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• WASH YOUR HANDS FREQUENTLY. 
• STAY HOME if sick or exposed. 
• GET TESTED if you are concerned about symptoms or exposure. 
• COMMUNICATE if you have questions or concerns. 

 
 
 
 

The DNA Pledge 
PROTECT MYSELF 

• Monitor for the symptoms of COVID-19 and consult a medical professional if I experience fever of 100.4F or higher, dry cough, difficulty 
breathing, chills, repeating shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, or loss of taste or smell. 

• Wash my hands often with soap and water or use hand sanitizer. 
• Wear a mask when I leave the house and keep away from large public gatherings. 
• Get vaccinated for the flu in the fall. 

 

PROTECT OTHERS 
• Maintain appropriate physical distancing, especially in classroom settings or in the presence of older members of the community. 
• Stay home if I feel ill or after exposure to someone who is ill or has tested positive for COVID-19. 
• Wear an appropriate face mask or other protective gear as directed by the school. 
• Be attentive and helpful to anyone around who may be in need of support. 

 

PROTECT THE DNA COMMUNITY 
• Keep my clothing, belongings, personal spaces, and shared common spaces clean. 
• Participate in testing and contact tracing to preserve the wellness of the DNA community. 
• Carefully observe instructional signs and follow directions. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES 

 
Masks 
 
 

• DNA will have available hospital-grade KN95 masks to students, faculty, and staff. 
• Masks must be worn on campus at all times. 

 

Physical Distancing / Deintensification  
   Maximum occupancy 15 students per class. 

• Reduced classroom capacity. 
• Six feet of separation between seats in classrooms, libraries, and common areas. 
• Excess furniture removed from classrooms, lounges, and common areas.  
• Plexiglass shields in cafeteria, reception, and department offices. 
• Signage, floor stickers, digital boards, and social media reminders. 

 

Use of Outdoor Spaces  
• Tents added to provide shaded, outdoor space for instruction, meals, and socializing if not allowed to return to classes. 

 

Hand Hygiene  
• Frequent hand washing encouraged. 
• Sanitizer dispensers added throughout the campus especially near campus buildings. 
• Sanitizer dispensers added to every classroom. 
• Pocket sanitizer provided to students. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES 
 

Building Hygiene  
• Custodial services shifted to daytime for frequent disinfection of common area surfaces such as doorknobs, railings, and 

countertops. 
• Wipe downs of each classroom after every use. Nightly disinfection with Clorox spray system. Drinking fountains turned off. 

 

Air quality / Ventilation  
• HVAC will operate throughout the day and will be set to maximize introduction of fresh, outdoor air. 
• HVAC filters in all buildings upgraded to MERV-13 standard. 
• Building and classroom doors propped open for ventilation. 
• Windows opened whenever operable. 
• Smaller and poorly ventilated classrooms taken offline for the year. 

 
 
Nursing   
 

• We will have a nurse present full-time in the Nurses office. 
• Nurse to assist with health screening, testing, and contact tracing. 

 
Health Screening  
 

• Temperature checks upon entry to campus. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES 
 
Testing 

 
• Required, universal baseline COVID-19 testing provided on campus during the week prior to the start of on-campus 

instruction. 
• Ongoing COVID-19 testing offered on campus for those who are symptomatic or who may have been exposed. 

 
 
Contact Tracing 
 

• All members of the DNA community will be required to run a digital contact tracing app on their smartphone whenever they 
are on campus. 

• DNA staff trained and certified in contact tracing. 
 
 

Visitors  
 

• No visitors allowed on campus. 
 

 
Food Service  
 

• Individually packaged and grab-and-go items. 
• Shaded, outdoor spaces increased to allow all food to be consumed outdoors. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES 
 
 
Campus Operations 
 

• Reduced shared use of equipment and materials. Shared equipment sanitized after each use. 
• Field trips, in-person assemblies, and other large gatherings suspended until further notice 

 
 
Transportation 
 

• Students and driver required to wear a mask at all times while on the van. 
• Van windows lowered for maximum air circulation. 
• Students loaded from back to front to minimize contact with other students. 
• Students sit in zig zag pattern to ensure six feet between bus riders. 
• Vans deep cleaned after every morning and evening van run. 
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How School Will Work  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

For the 2021-22 school year, DNA will embrace an adaptable 
approach to teaching and learning, acknowledging the important 
but competing interests of bringing students to campus to interact 
with their teachers and their peers, and doing so in a 
manner that ensures the health and safety of the DNA community. 
In the even it is not possible to bring every student to campus every 
day in a manner that is consistent with best public health practices, 
the student body will be divided into “pods” by grade level. In the 
“Pod Model” our school has the ability to respond quickly to health 
and safety guidelines, and virus activity in the community, by flexing 
up or down the number of pods invited to campus on any given day. 

Unfortunately, for the current 2020-2021 school year, based on the Governor’s and LA County Dept. of 
Public Health’s recently issued guidelines for bringing students back to campus, it appears that instruction 
will continue to be delivered to students at home, participating in a fully online distance learning program. 
This condition is the result of COVID-19 case counts and testing percent positive rates in LA County that are 
still well above state thresholds for a safe return to campus. 
 
The process for returning on campus is able to take place when case counts and positivity rates have 
decreased to the point that LA County has remained off the State’s monitoring list for fourteen consecutive 
days, instruction will be allowed to commence on campus. At first, one grade-level pod will be invited to 
each campus each day and will operate under the strict safety guidelines outlined above. As virus concerns 
fade even further, the school can invite additional pods to campus, gradually bringing more students, faculty 
and staff back and gradually relaxing some of the strictest health and safety guidelines (consistent with 
medical advice and the advice of public health professionals).  
 
We will await further guidance for the Fall 2021 school operations. 
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How School Will Work 

 
On Campus Pod Days 

 During the academic portion of the day, all classes will be “broadcast” via Zoom. 
•  Some students who are on campus will attend classes in their regular classroom with their teacher present. 
•  Other students will login to their courses and participate remotely from another location on campus. 
•  Students who do not choose to come to campus will login to their classes from home. 

        In the after-school hours, students will participate in extracurricular activities, modified as necessary to ensure student health  
            and safety. 
 
On Home Days 
        Students will login to their classes as they would otherwise do in a distance learning model. 
        Depending on public health guidelines, virus conditions, and campus & program capacity limits, some students who remain  
           home for the academic portion of the day may be able to come to campus for after-school activities. 
 
It is the expectation that pod days will be optional.  
Students and faculty or staff who have coronavirus risk factors, child care issues, and/or who do not feel comfortable coming to 
campus will not be required to do so. Students who stay home will be able to participate fully in all of their classes via Zoom, and 
faculty who stay home will be able to teach via Zoom. 
 
Daily Schedule 
 
To be determined for the Fall 2021 based on public health conditions and the number of students enrolled.  
 
Teaching & Learning 

 If L.A County remains under Covid restrictions for the Fall 2021, Back-to-School Days will be held virtually and early in the 
year to allow for parents to make connections with each child’s teachers and to understand the structure and goals of each 
class.  Fall 2021 Back-To-School schedule to be determined.  
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How School Will Work 

 
 
 
Athletics  

• In person athletic activity will begin when students are allowed to attend class on campus (hybrid or full student body). 
• Middle school athletics (grades 6-8) Specific dates and times will be provided when that information becomes available.  
• Program Heads will share specific practice and game schedules as soon as they become available.  

 
Visual and Performing Arts 
Visual Arts 

• Student visual arts showcases will happen virtually and in-person, as allowed.  
• Visiting artists throughout the year will engage the DNA community in interactive online student/artist events and 

workshops.  
• Teachers are organizing individual art material kits for students to use from home or at school.   
• Remote and hybrid instruction will increase opportunities for visual arts collaborations between students.  

 
Performing Arts 

• As a back-up plan, our faculty will prepare for all winter productions to be virtual, committing resources to ensure our work is 
high quality and professionally produced. 

• Teachers will be creative with class scheduling to ensure more efficient use of class time for a hybrid or fully remote model. 
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Student Support 
 
Academic Coaches, Advisors, and Tutors 
• Our Academic Coaches, Advisors, and Tutors work to adapt their practices and programming to better suit a distance learning 

environment, including redesigned class meetings for all grade levels. 
COUNSELING TEAM 
• DNA has full-time counselor for personal support or resources pertaining to mental health. 
• Our school Counselor is the point people for parents with questions about anything specific to a particular ’s experience. 
 
Education Therapist 
• DNA has a full-time education therapist and is a resource for students diagnosed learning differences.   
• The campus has a Learning Center to provide academic support for students who need it. 
• Our counselors will provide information and resources for students and parents regarding best practices for learning in a 

remote environment along with tips on maintaining emotional health. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Information 
 
For general questions about the 2021-22 school year, please contact Sanders Trent, Director of School Operations at 
strent@dnaprepacademy.com   
 
 
 
 


